* + © 4 $ * 7 * * * * — 4 1 
2 14433 & C 22 
n 2 er * . * 4 — 
» * wt 
+ 
— 


by 
* 


IS = 
* wal ti 84 SIS) L 2 * 
A * wok - — * 6 of By e of 
23 ? N . 
, r . 5 > 
- = ” 
0 . - = o 4 * | g 
"SG SIIDLIE BE. 
* n 
c 
n N - 
© OE SEE A 5 ; 
1 3 A : . 
RET . x ; 
taht * . . ö 
5 - 
I 4 , * 1 
2 0 9 , 
8 » 
* 
8 
RN. 
KS 
NK 


— 
1 oy 
p . 
4 
992 5 
. 


OB es ky os OY 5 x 
1 ry Wer . wn 2 8 4 - * ; x Py 
. . * 8 2 « > * 4 4 f | 3 
Co > — . « - % WP 
* . 14 9 6 
8 _- WM 
- — 
3 * - 4 


— 1 — 5 *. 
, ti > 
ON # 4 F 
d 2 4 7 o 


[® CERTAIN IMPORTANT POINTS, 
4 V | 

EVANGELICAL DOCTRINE 

35 AND OF 

-Z CHRISTIAN DUTY: | 

5 BEING THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON 


DELIVERED AT WOOLWICH IN KENT. 


* 


CO - | = 
BY JAMES UPTON. . 


FS 


PLES LPGLN 


PUBLISHED AT RES RSA. 


— yy o—o—e—————————— 
E ARCH THE SCRIPTURES: 


Jesus CHRIST. 


— 
— 


London: 


PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR BY JI. BATESON ; 
AND $OLD BY | 
W. BUTTON, PATER-NOSTER ROW; T. WILLS, 
NO. 2, $STATIONERS COURT ; AND 
M. GURNEY, HOLBORN, 
1797. 
[ PRICE THREE PENCE, ] 


IT Ss . 
1 1. s 5." 
Sa bs 4 
"x 2 ” 

{ - 


+ 


. * 2 << «IRS - 
— 0 22 „„ — 
- - x > cM 7 7 1 
5 3 1 8 * * 8 -- = u$ T * 
7 2 2 2 N N . 1 2 
3 * a 2 1 
= = 


, ⏑ eels > Woe 
" F bh 


1 


r 


Advertisement. 


Jubſtance of the following pages was delivered from 
the pulpit, the Author having been exerciſed with 
perſona? afliction, and a very painful diſpenſation 


in his family; the death of one dear daughter, and 


two other children apparently brought to the gates 
of death during which time, he has had peculiar 
reaſon to admire the goodneſs and faithfulneſs of a 
covenant God, which he deſires to record with gra- 


_ titude; as alſe the kind and affectionate attention of 


many dear Chriſtian friends, during the painful 
viſitation. Being through rich mercy in meaſure 
recovered, he has ſeriouſly reviewed the ſubjett, and 
is ſatisfied that the ſentiments advanced are agree- 
able to the Mord of God; and as ſuch he commits 


them to the divine bleſſing. There are many faith- 


ful minifters of Feſus Chriſt, from whom he con- 
ſcientiouſiy differs, for whom he feels the moſt cor- 
dial eſteem, and with whom he deſires to cultivate 


real friendſhip; and he breathes the language of 
his heart, when he adds Grace, Mercy, and 


Peace be multiplied toward all thoſe who love our 
Lord Feſus Chrift in ſincerity. 


NO, IT, UNION PLACE, BLACKPRIARS ROAD. 
OCTOBER 12, 1797. 


A2 A SERI- 


IT is now more than two months ſince the 
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A SERIOUS ADDRESS, &e. 


\ 


1 CORINTHIANS, x. 15. 
I SPEAK AS TO WISE MEN : JUDGE YE - 
WHAT I SAY. | 


THE Goſpel of our Salvation is very 
juſtly ſtyled the goſpel of the grace 
of God; yea, the grace of God itſelf, 
which bringeth ſalvation : all its glorious 
and diſtinguiſhing doErines exhibit to our 
view the exceeding riches of divine grace. 
Grace laid the foundation of the ſpiritual 
temple ; grace raiſes the ſuperitructure; 
and the top-ſtone will be brought home 
with ſhoutings, crying, Grace! grace unto 
it !—or rather to him who has brought it 

home. 
But if any perſons have fn views of 
the doctrines of grace, as cauſe them to loſe 
A3 | ſight 
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ſight of their genuine influence on the 
hearts of believers, as leſſen the importance 
of chriſtlan duty, or ſuperſede warnings 
againſt ſin, exhortations to watchfulneſs, 
and diligence in uſing the means of grace, 
or ſolemn admonitions by the awful exam- 
ple of others, their ideas do not coincide 
with thoſe of the inſpired Apoſtle ed 
the context. 

Having in the preceding chapter OR 


of the chriſtian life under the idea of run- 


ning in a race, or being engaged in a war- 
fare, or ſevere conflict; in the beginning 
of this chapter, he cautions perſons 
againſt reſting in external perfor mances or 
outward privileges, or being ſatisfied with 
the form of godlineſs, while ſtrangers to its 
power on their hearts. The Iſraelites were 
under the cloud, and paſſed through the 


ſea; they ate the manna which came from 


above, and drank of the water which flowed 


from the ſmitten rock; yet, after all, were 


overthrown in the wilderneſs, and many of 
them periſhed in their ſins. Now theſe 


things happened unto them for enſamples; 
and 
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and they are written for our admonition : 
wherefore let him that thinketh he ſtand- 
eth take heed leſt he fall.” The dear 
children of God, though they ſhall never 
fall into hell, may fall into error, and ſin, 
ſo as to diſhonour the Lord, wound their 


* own conſciences, and grieve their fellow- 


chriſtians. —Therefore, watch and pray, 
leſt ye be overcome and fall by temptation. 

The words of the text, as they will 
apply to ſubjects in general, upon which 
miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt may be called to 
ſpeak, are by no means 1mproper on the 
preſent ſolemn occaſion. I ſhall, there- 
fore, as the Lord may enable me, endea- 
vour to addreſs you in a very ſerious and 
affectionate manner.—I ſpeak as to wiſe 
men; judge ye what I ſay. 

Some of you, very probably, poſſeſs 
a conſiderable degree of natural and acquir- 
ed wiſdom ; conſequently are wiſe men as 
to the things of the preſent world : and 
many of you, having been taught by the 
Holy Spirit, are, I believe, made wiſe unto 
ſalvation. However, remember you have 
a4 4“ 
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{8 ) 
nothing but what you have received of the 
Lord; therefore do not glory as though 
you bad not received it. 

Permit me to make remarks on my text 
as I proceed, 

Firſt, The words imply, that a true 
miniſter or ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt does not 
defire an implicit regard to be paid to thoſe. 
things which he aſſerts, but will exhort 
perſons to examine them, in order tojudge 
of their nature and of their importance, — 
Judge ye what I ſay ; and, Be ye followers 
of me, even as I alſo am of Chriſt, | 

| Secondly, It is of very great importance 
in religious concerns, for perſons to be fully 
perſuaded in their minds by what rule they 
are to judge, in order to determine what i is 
truth, and what is error. 

Shall we appea to human reaſon on this 
occaſion ?—it is awfully depraved; blind- 
neſs prevails in the mind of every man by 
nature; and reaſon, without divine revela- 
tion, is by no means our ſtandard. Shall 
we determine by the writings or Opinions 


of eminently . and gracious men, who 


have 


11 
have devoted their time to ſtudy and ſeri- 
ous inquiry after truth ? I revere the man 
of ſound learning, though I can lay no 
claim to it myſelf: I venerate the aged 
miniſter of the Bleſſed Jeſus, whoſe hair 
is grown grey in the ways of righteouſneſs. 


If I differ from ſuch in ſome particulars, 
I do it conſcientiouſly. But, after all, men 
have been, in ſome reſpects, miſtaken ;— 


men are {till fallible creatures, who know 
but in part: therefore, Call no man maſter 
upon earth ; for one 1s your maſter, if ye 
are chriſtians, even Chriſt. The rule, the 


only rule, the everlaſting rule by which we 


are to judge and determine, with reference 
to divine truth, 1s the ſacred word of God. 
—*© To the law and to the teſtimony ; if 
men ſpeak not according to this word, it 
is becauſe (in that particular) there 1s no 
light in them.” Again: „Search the 
Scripture !—What ſaith the Scripture ?— 
How readeſt thou ?** I. do, therefore, 
ſeriouſly exhort you to compare what you 
may hear at this time with the oracles of 
God. Judge ye what I fay. 

| 4 5 Thirdly, 


Thirdly, Remark, it is conſiſtent with 
ſtrict integrity toward God, and faithfulneſs 
in the diſcharge of his duty, for a miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt to treat his hearers with 
affection, and even thoſe who may differ 
from him with reſpect. Bitter invectives 
and foul calumny do not, by any means, 
become the followers of the meek and lowly 
Jeſus. In meekneſs we are to inſtruct 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if peradven- 
ture God may give them repentance to the 
acknowledgement of the truth.“ The text 
is the language of kindneſs “ I ſpeak as 
to wiſe men; judge ye what I ſay. There 
are miniſters of the glorious Goſpel, who 
in occaſionally labour in this town, from 
| whom ] conſcientiouſly differ with reference 
to Baptiſm, but for whom I have a ſincere 
1 perſonal reſpect. 
| Wi I no proceed to addreſs my dear hearers 
ii aàãs perſons of intelligence, capable of com- 
| paring what they hear with the bleſſed word 
| of God. As the ordinance of Baptiſm is 
3 | now to'be adminiſtered, you will naturally 
3 expect to hear ſomething relative to that 
| ſacred 
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ſacred inſtitution ; but my addreſs ſhall : 
not be confined to this ſubje&, as I with . 


to ſpeak to you on things of ſtill greater 
importance, things eſſential to your hap- 
pineſs and mine. | | 


I will ſpeak to you, firſt, concerning the 


moſt miſerable condition into which man- 
kind univerſally are fallen, by original 
apoſtacy from God, and by actual violations 
of his holy law. All are become guilty, 
are under the curſes of a broken covenant, 
and expoſed to the everlaſting wrath of 
Jehova. Whatſoever the law faith, it 
ſaith to them that are under the law; that 
every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the 


world become guilty before God.“ Rom. 


111.19, © They are all gone aſide ; they 
are altogether become filthy ; there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one.“ Pla. xiv. 3. 
« Curſed is every one, who continueth not 
in all things written in the book of the law, 
to do them.” Gal. iii. 10. And * The 
wages of fin is death.” Rom. vi. 23.— 
Judge ye what I ſay. May the Lord, by 
the almighty energy of bis Holy Spirit, give 
AG you 
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„ 
you to know and feel theſe things, that 
you may cry for mercy |! 

Again, I will ſpeak to you relative to 
the way of pardon, peace with God, and 
eternal happineſs. Salvation ſprings from 
the free and ſovereign favour of Jehovah. 
By grace are ye ſaved, The important 
bleſſing was obtained by the obedience, 
ſufferings, death, and reſurrection of the 
Son of God, in our nature, who, being 
made perfect through ſufferings, is become 
the author of eternal ſalvation to all them 
that obey him. So that there is no pardon 
for the guilty —no acceptance for the un- 
godly no peace for the diſtrefſed—no hap- 
pineſs for the miſerable, but through faith 
in the perſon, obedience, ſacrifice, and in- 
terceſſion of the adorable Immanuel.— 
Neither is there ſalvation in any other: 
for, there is no other name, under heaven, 
given among men, whereby we muſt be 
ſaved.” Acts iv. 12. Conſider what I ſay; 
and may the Lord give you underſtanding 
in theſe things, 


Farther, 


Farther, Give me leave to ſpeak to you 
reſpecting the nature and neceſſity of the 
work of the Holy Spirit upon your hearts; 
for Except a man be born again, he cannot 
ſee the kingdom of God. John iii. 3. Remem- 
ber the ſpeaker in this chapter is the great 
prophet of the church; a teacher ſent from 
God ; of whom it was ſaid, „Never man 
ſpake like this man!“ Oh! that I could 
ſo ſpeak, as to affect your conſciences upon 
this very important ſubject! But it may 
be ſome of my hearers may ſay—* Why 
« all this earneſtneſs? ] have been preſent 
«© when children have been baptized ; 
* have ſeen the miniſter ſign them with 
« the ſign of the Croſs; I have heard him 
c afterwards addreſs the people preſent, in 
the following words: Seeing now, 
dearly beloved brethren, that this child 
is regenerate, and grafted into the body 
of Chriſt's church, let us give thanks to 
Almighty God for theſe benefits. — 
* He has then added, We give thee 
* hearty thanks, moſt merciful Father, that 
* it hath pleaſed thee to regenerate this 
in- 


La) 


A - 
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© infant with thy Holy Spirit, to receive 
* him for thine own child by adoption, and 
* to incorporate him into thy holy church.” 
« Yea, more; when I was under the in- 
ce ſtructions of my parents or ſchoolmaſter, 
J was taught to reply, in anſwer to the 
« {econd queſtion in the Catechiſm—Who 
« gave you this name? My godfathers 
«and godmothers, in my baptiſm ; where- 
« in I was made a member of Chriſt, a 
c child of God, and an inheritor of the 
Kingdom of heaven! Have I not, there- 
fore, been born again ?—am I not a 
« chriſtian? Theſe are the very things 
T was taught to repeat when I was a boy; 
but do they agree with the word of God ? 
— Judge ye. | 
Suffer me to aſk, is there a ſerious 
thoughtful perſon in this congregation, 
who does not tremble at the thought of 
ſuch ſentiments being inſtilled into the 
tender minds of children ? Remember, 
theſe things are not taught by Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, but by perſons of a different 
perſuaſion. Conſider, therefore, whoever 
2 were 


. 

were your parents, or whatever their cha- 
rater, whether pious or profane, that YE 
muſt be born again. Take heed of the 
flattering idea of federal holineſs, as though 
the children of the godly were much better 
than others. Is it thus? —Anſwer this, ye 
mourning though believing parents, who 
have often wept over your diſobedient chil- 
dren, and ſay where is the evidence of ſuch 
federal holineſs? Are our children better 
than others? No, in no wiſe.” Rom. 

111. 9. 
Unleſs the foul be quickened by the 
Holy Spirit, and made alive to God, per- 
ſons have no experimental knowledge of 
divine truth, no true faith in the precious 
blood and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
nor any genuine love to God: for, *The 
natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, &c.“ 1 Cor. ii. 14.— 
Hence ariſes the abſolute neceſſity of being 
made new creatures in Chriſt Jeſus. Pauſe, 
and confider theſe things. 
Once more: I obſerve, believers are 


under infinite obligations to our Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt, 


G 


Chriſt, and ſhould be very ſolicitous to 
manifeſt their love to him, and thereby 
to glorify his bleſſed name. Obedience is 
certainly the proper evidence of ſincere, 
unfeigned love: Hence Chriſt has ſaid, 
« He that hath my commandments and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me.“ 
Again, © Ye' are my friends, if ye do 

whatſoever I command you.” 
There are ſome ſerious perſons, who, 
when ſpeaking of the poſitive commands 
of Zion's King, expreſs themſelves in a 
very improper manner, particularly when 
the folemn ordinance of Baptiſm is the 
ſubject of converſation. Some have ſaid, 
« Baptiſm is of very little importance ;— 
ce a mere non-eſſential ;—yea, but a trifle.” 
To ſuch godly perfons, I beg leave to pro- 
poſe a ſerious queſtion : Is any thing eſſen- 
tial to our ſalvation that is performed by 
us? For inſtance; Is it effential to our 
eternal happineſs that we meet at the Lord's 
Table, to ſhew forth his death till he come ? 
I preſume, none who fear God will . 
ſay that it is; yet thoſe who love the 
| Lord 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt eſteem it a great privi- 
lege to meet together, to commemorate 
the adorable Redeemer's dying love. 

I conſider that there are but two things 
abſolutely eſſential to the everlaſting telicity 
of a guilty apoſtate ſinner : Firſt, an in- 
tereſt in the perfect and glorious work 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Sin muſt be 
pardoned, or a ſinner can never enjoy true 
happineſs, Now there is no forgiveneſs 
exhibited, but with a view to the atone» 
ment of Chriſt ; for 4 without ſhedding of 
of blood is no remiſſion,” Heb. ix. 22. 
— There is, therefore, no ſalvation, but 
through the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the ſin of the world. But all thoſe 
whoſe iniquities were made to meet upon 
the great Surety of the new covenant, who 
put away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, are 
virtually ſaved in him. 

Secondly, It is abſolutely neceſſary, for 
every perſon who will be ſaved, to be taught 
by the Holy Spirit to believe in the Son of 
God: © For he that believeth not the 


Son, ſhall not lee life; but the wrath of 
| God 


. 

God abideth on him.” John iii. 36.— 
Again, He that believeth not, ſhall be 
damned.” Mark xvi. 16. O ſolemn words! 
But if any ſinner, however vile, has an 
intereſt in what the bleſſed Redeemer has 
done for his people; and if this is made 
known to his heart by the Spirit of Truth, 
ſo that he is brought humbly and entirely 
to depend on the blood and righteouſneſs 
of the divine Mediator ; he ſhall be eter- 
| nally faved,-—yea, even though it ſhould 
be at the eleventh hour, ſo that he may 
never have an opportunity of performing 
one act of external obedience to the will 
of Gol our Saviour. Witneſs the dying 
thief on Calvary—Behold a man, who had 
lived without God in the world; a tranſ- 
greſſor of the laws of his country ſuffering. 
condign puniſhment, according to his own 
words—* We receive the due reward of 
our deeds!” Perhaps, when he was firſt 
nailed to the croſs, he deſpiſed the only 
Saviour of ſinners; we are informed that 
„ The THIEVvEs, allo, which were cru- 
cified with him, caſt reproach in his teeth.“ 


Matt. 


( 


Matt. xxvii. 44. Admire the freeneſs, 
riches, and power of invincible grace 
The thief cried for mercy ! “ Lord, re- 
member me, when thou comeſt into thy 
kingdom !” To im, the compaſſionate 
Saviour rephed—* To- day ſhalt thou be 
with me in paradiſe |''——-Encouraging 
example of ſovereign grace | 
Taue queſtion, therefore, my dear hearers, 
is not, What is eſſential to ſalvation but, 
What is the will of Feſus Chrift, our Laws: 
giver, and our King? I truſt, when the 
Lord was pleaſed to open my eyes, I was 
led to reflect as follows: Once a rebel 
againſt the Majeſty of Heaven, under the 
curſes of a broken law, and expoſed to the 
everlaſting diſpleaſure of a righteous, ſin- 
avenging God; without either will or 
power to deliver my own ſoul; Jeſus, as 
the effect of infinite love, became my 
ſurety died in my ſtead - ſhed his precious 
blood for the remiſſion of my numerous 
and crimſon fins—roſe for my juſtification 
— lives to intercede for me in heaven and 
he has ſent forth his good Spirit, to con- 
vince 


„ 

God abideth on him.” John iii. 36.— 
Again, He that believeth not, ſhall be 
damned.” Mark xvi. 16. O ſolemn words! 
But if any ſinner, however vile, has an 
intereſt in what the bleſſed Redeemer has 
done for his people; and if this is made 
known to his heart by the Spirit of Truth, 
ſo that hc is bronght humbly and entirely 
to depend on the blood and righteouſneſs 
of the divine Mediator; he ſhall be eter- 
nally ſaved, —yea, even though it ſhould 
be at the cleventh hour, ſo that he may 
never have an opportunity of performing. 
one act of external obedience to the will 
of God our Saviour. Witneſs the dying 
thief on Calvary—Behold a man, who had 
lived without God- in the world ; a tranſ- 
greſſor of the laws of his country ſuffering. 
condign puniſhment, according to his own 
words—* We receive the due reward of 
our deeds!” Perhaps, when he was firſt 
nailed to the croſs, he deſpiſed the only 
Saviour of ſinners ; we are informed that 
« The THIEVES, allo, which were cru- 
cified with him, caſt reproach in his teeth.“ 
Matt. 


. 


Matt. xxvii. 44. Admire the freeneſs, 
riches, and power of invincible grace! 
The thief cried for mercy ! “ Lord, re- 
member me, when thou comeſt into thy 
kingdom !'” To im, the compaſſionate 
Saviour rephed—* To- day ſhalt thou be 
with me in paradiſe ''——-Encouraging 
example of ſovereign grace | 
The queſtion, therefore, my dear hearers, 

is not, Maat is eſſential to ſalvation but, 
What is the will of Jeſus Chriſt, our Lau- 
giver, and our King! I truſt, when the 
Lord was pleaſed to open my eyes, I was 
led to reflect as follows: Once a rebel 
againſt the Majeſty of Heaven, under the 
curſes of a broken law, and expoſed to the 
everlaſting diſpleaſure of a righteous, ſin- 
avenging God; without either will or 
power to deliver my own ſoul; Jeſus, as 
the effect of infinite love, became my 
ſurety—died in my ſtead—ſhed his precious 
blood for the remiſſion of my numerous 
and crimſon fins—roſe for my juſtification 
lives to intercede for me in heaven and 
he has ſent forth his good Spirit, to con- 
"= vince 
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vince me of ſin and to lead me to himſelf: 
Oh | matchleſs grace! I am not my own, 
I am bought with a price Lord! what 
wilt thou have me to do?” I heard him 
lay in his word, © If ye love me, keep my 
commandments.“ © Ye are my ! 
if ye do whatſoever I command you.“ — 
and © Why call ye me, Lord! Lord! 
and do not the things that I ſay ?” Feel- 
ing the conſtraining power of divine love, 
2 believer ſhould ſay 


Through floods and flames, if Jes vs + lead, 
Pl! follow where he goes: 

« Hinder me not!“ —ſhall be my cry, 
Though earth and hell oppoſe, 


With ſuch ſentiments and feelings, 
I was enabled to embrace tne ordinance of 
Believer's Baptiſm more than nineteen years 
ago; and I declare before the Lord, that 
it does appear with increaſing evidence to 
my mind, to be according to the word of 
God : ſo that, upon the moſt ſerious re- 


REGION, notwithſtanding all the reproach 
which 
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which has been and 1s caſt upon the Bap- 
tiſts, I eſteem it an honour and happineſs 
to be a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, of the 
Particular Baptiſt denomination.—I ſpeak 
theſe things, in the fear of God, as to wiſe 


men; judge ye what J fay. 


[ now proceed to ſtate a few things to 
you, relative to the ſolemn ordinance about 
to be adminiſtered in this place this even- 
ing. It is not my intention to make poſi- 
tive or dogmatical aſſertions, much leſs with 
1mproper temper to reflect upon thoſe who 


conſcientiouſly differ from me. I will en- 


deavour ſeriouſly and candidly to ſtate my 
own views of this ſubject, and to adduce 


ſuch evidence as fatisfies my own con- 


{ſcience : compare what ye hear with the 


word of God, and judge ye what I fay. 


Firſt, I believe Baptiſm to be an ordi- 
nance of God, which ought ſtill to be kept 
as it was delivered. 

Secondly, I believe the proper ſubjects 
of this divine ordinance are ſuch as profeſs 
repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and no other per- 
ſons. Thie 
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Thirdly, I believe that Baptiſm 18 never ' 3 5 


properly adminiſtered, but when it is done 
according to the revealed will of God ; and 
that it 1s never adminiſtered agreeably to 
divine appointment, unleſs the ſubject is 


immerſed, in the name of the Father, 


and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
The firſt propofition—namely, that Bap- 
tiſm is an ordinance of God, which ought 


ſtill to be kept as it was delivered—will, 


I preſume, be diſputed but by few: it is 
generally allowed, by perſons profeſſing 
Chriſtianity (except the people called 
Quakers) that Baptiſm is what is termed 
a ſtanding ordinance of the Goſpel ;— - 
I conceive our Lord's words confirm this 
idea Go ye, therefore, and teach all 


nations; baptizing them, in the name of 


the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt! Teaching them to obſerve 
all things, whatſoever I have commanded 


you: and lo! I am with you alway, even 


unto the end of the world !' The promiſe 
implies, that it would be the duty and 
practice of the miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, 

to 


C39 


to teach and baptize, even unto the end 
of the world; and the Apoſtle praiſed his 
:brethren at Corinth, for keeping the ordi- 


nances as they were delivered to them, 


1 Cor. xi. 2. Who can have authority to 
alter what the Lord has appointed ?— 


None upon earth, or in heaven. 

The ſecond propofition follows: I be- 
lieve the proper ſubjects of this divine or- 
dinance are ſuch as profeſs repentance to- 
ward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and no other perſons. This 
will, probably, be diſputed by ſome now 


in the preſence of the Lord. I offer what 


J have to ſpeak, with candour, ſimplicity, 


and affection judge ye what I ſay. 


I advert to the firſt account of Baptiſm 


in the ſacred word of God, Matt. iii. 5. 


« Then went out to him Jeruſalem, and 
all Judea, and all the region round about 


Jordan, and were baptized of him, IN 


JORDAN, CONFESSING THEIR SINsS |''— 
From which it is obvious that they were 
not infants, but perſons capable of conſi- 
Aeration and reflection, and who profeſſed 

ro- 


P wr 9", 2 


al 2 9 - TTY 
20 72 0 "bd 8 o 
S — * * 234 K 5 . 
N * 1 * 
. 


2 — 4 
* 
— 


bo pon wo Pe ? 8 

— 3 * a * n 

= r e 
r TRIES 
— — * 


— — 


4 * 3 — 
— — — — — — 
PP - . . 
9 J P * 


* . 
© 1 . 
3 S 


(24) 


repentance toward God. John, the Baptiſt, 
addreſſed ſome who came to his baptiſm, 
and who were the ſeed of the venerable 
patriarch Abraham, in the following words : 
« Bring forth, therefore, fruits meet for 
repentance : and think not to ſay within 
yourſelves, We have Abraham to our 
father! for I ſay unto you, that God is 
able of theſe ſtones to raiſe up children 


unto Abraham! And now, alſo, the ax 


is laid unto the root of the trees - therefore 


every tree, that bringeth not forth good 


fruit, is hewn down, and caſt into the 


fire. I aſk, Did not John refuſe to bap- 


tize, even ſome of the children of Abra- 
ham, becauſe they were deſtitute of per- 
ſonal religion, and therefore of repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ?—Judge ye 

In the facred commiſſion given to the 
apoſtles of the Son of God, to which I have 
already referred, obſerve, inſtruction was 
to take the lead ; they were firſt to teach, 
and then to baptize thoſe who received 


their inſtructions : „G ye, therefore, 


teach 


name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
: of the Holy Ghoſt:“ and, becauſe there 
are many duties incumbent upon the 
” followers of Jeſus Chriſt, it is added 
„Teaching them to obſerve all things. 
' whatſoever I have commanded: you.” 


each all * TER a in the 


The ſame order is obſerved by the Evan- 


geliſt Mark, chap. xvi. 15, 16. And he 
ſäaid unto them, Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the goſpel to every creature : 
He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall 
be ſaved; but he that believeth not, ſhall 
be damned.“ Obſerve, preaching and 
believing precede Baptiſm. 


J paſs on to the Acts of the Apoſtles.— 
It is to be ſuppoſed, that theſe inſpired 


ſervants of the exalted Jeſus were taught 


by his Spirit to underſtand the commiſſion 


which they had received: how did they 


act? After they had been endued with 


f | power from on high, Peter preached a 


ſolemn ſermon ; many of his hearers were 


ö 3 pricked in their hearts, and faid unto him 
and to the reſt of the Apoſtles, « Men and 


B bre- 
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Welbeen what ſhall we do?“ Then Peter g 
ſaid unto them, Repent, and be bapeM 
tized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jeſus, for the remiſſion of ſins; and ye 
ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt.” * 
Obſerve, Peter firſt preached ; the 2. ; 


of God attended the word; many who 


heard were convinced of ſin, and inquired 
concerning ſalvation : he firſt inculcated 
repentance, and then Baptiſm. 
It may be aſked, Did they act agreeably | 
to this word of exhortation ?—read the 41ſt 
verſe of the above quoted chapter (Acts ii.) 


„Then they, that gladly received his word, 
were baptized ; and the ſame day, there 
: were added unto them about three thouſand 

ſouls.” Firſt, gladly received the word; 


then, were baptized ; and after this, joined 


in communion with the Diſciples :—the 4 
order which we think it our duty to obſerve. 


Could they be infants Judge ye what 4 
1 ſay. 1 
But it may be ſome of my dear hearers 
will ſay, © You have ſtudioufſly paſſed A 
over unnoticed a paſſage which has had 
con- 


directly in favour of our practice; yea, as 


* is unto you, and to your children. — 


with or pervert the ſacred Scriptures. 

YH Remember, alſo, I. have the happineſs 
1 1 to be a father; and, I truſt, feel in my 
= 2 breaſt parental affection toward my dear 
9 children; yea, the tender paternal affection 
779 of a chriſtian parent: I deſire daily, by 
11 prayer, to commit my tender offspring to 


5 the bleſſing of heaven, and earneſtly to 

5 beg, above all things, that they may be 

- 2 taught to know themſelves as ſinners, to 

7 know and love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 

tuen to follow him in his ordinances. —To 
1 baptize them without a divine command, 

N = would ſubje& me to that penetrating in- 


B 2 terro- 


: l nflnence. uporn our r practice I IF | 
reſpecting our dear offspring, and which 

has ſometimes been inſiſted upon by the 6 
moſt wiſe and learned of our miniſters, as of 


containing almoſt demonſtration upon the 
ſubject; namely, ver. 39, The promiſe 


I purpoſe to take notice of theſe words: 
the Lord forbid that I ſhould either trifle "3 


| ee, 56 Who bath required 223 at 
i} = hand?“ Ifa. i. 12. 


Inſtead of wiſhing to evade the paſlage re- 


if = ferred to, I rejoice in it; whether, by © the 
promiſe, you underſtand the promiſe of the 
Holy Spirit, the promiſe of divine for- 


giveneſs, or the * promiſe of eternal 
life. | 2 
The promiſe is to you, who are now 
made ſenſible of your ſinfulneſs; and to 
your children, upon whole heads you have 


awtully imprecated the blood of Chriſt, by 


ſaying His blood be on us and on our 
children: Matt. xxvii. 25. concerning 
whom, probably, you now feel the moſt 
painful anxiety. And to all that are afar 
off, even to poor outcaſt ſinners of the 
Gentiles, the promiſes are pregnant with 
| bleſſings —< Even as many as the Lord 
our God ſhall call,” as I truſt he has you, 
by the miniſtry of his word, and the 
almighty energy of his Holy Spirit. 
I confeſs I cannot ſee any thing in the 


paſſage which nes 4 to the baptiſm of 
, chil- 


4 
1 — 


children Neither per chaps, after all, s 


it quite ſo plain as ſome have imagined; r 
the late learned Dr. Hammond, who was 
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an adyocate for the baptiſm of infants, 
would not have ſaid, © If any have made 


uſe of that very inconcludent argument, = 
Acts ii. 39. I have nothing to ſay in de- 2 
fence. of them.” —See his Works, Vol. IJ. 


page 490. 


I proceed to other inte in this 
part of ſacred record, of perſons being 


baptized. | 5 
Philip, one of the ſeven deacons, went 


down to the city of Samaria, and preached 


Chriſt unto them . 5 And when they 2 


believed Philip, preaching the things con- 


cerning the kingdom of God, and the name 
of Jeſus Chriſt, they were baptized, both. 
men and women.“ Acts viii. 12. The 


perſons are exprefly ſaid to be men and 


women, without the leaſt hint in reference 


to children; and the characters of theſe 
perſons, who were baptized, are recorded 


as being alſo believers. 


B 3 - In 


In the fame chapter, we have a pleaſing 


narrative concerning an Eunuch of great 


authority under Candace, queen of the 


Ethiopians: This man had been up to 


Jeruſalem to worſhip the God of Ifrael, 
and, in returning through the deſart, em- 


ployed himfelf in ſtudying the ſacred ſcrip- 


tures: Philip, by direction of the Holy 


Spirit, met him thus engaged, and from 


the ſame ſcripture preached unto him 


Jeſus: when they came to a certain water, 
the eunuch inquired—*< What doth hinder 


me to be baptized ?” Philip replied * If 

thou believeſt with all thine heart, thou 

mayeſt !” Does not this imply—If you 

are deftitute of faith in the Son of God, 

you are not a proper ſubject for Baptiſm? 
Judge ye what J ſay. 

There is one paſſage more I beg leave to 
recite, in the 18th chapter of this book, 
verſe 8. And Criſpus, the chief ruler 
of the ſynagogue, believed on the Lord, 
with all his houſe: and many of the 
Corinthians, hearing, believed, and were 


baptized.” 


Hence 
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Hence it appears to me, from the worfxg 
of God, that thoſe perſons who were bap- 


tized by the Apoſtles, and by the firſt | 
miniſters of the Goſpel, were perſons pro- 
felling godlineſs: and the records of hiſtory 
agree with the oracles of heavenly truth. 
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Biſhop Taylor ſays—* The wiſeſt of our 


fathers in Chriſt did not come unto 
Baptiſm, until they were come to a 
confirmed wit and aze. There 1s no 
pretence of tradition, that the church. 
in all ages did baptize all the infants of 
chriſtian parents: it is more certain that 
they did not do. it always, than that 
they did it in the firſt age. St. Am- 
broſe, St. Hierom, and St. Auſtin, were 
born of chriſtian parents, and yet not 


| baptized, till the ſuil age of a man.” 


We are told, that © Gregory Nazianzen, 
born in the year three hundred and eigh- 
teen, whoſe parents were chriſtians, and 
his father a biſhop, was not baptized 
till about thirty years of age : And 
Chryſoſtom, alſo born of chriſtian pa- 
rents, in the year 347, was not bap- 
5 3 4 « tized 
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tized infants.” 
were baptized, is readily granted ; 


| hes is to me by no means evident. 


„ 11224 till near ech one years of age.” 
(See Mr. Booth's Pædobaptiſin Examined, 


Vol. II. pp. 117, 118.) 


By way of objection to what J have 

aſſerted upon this part of the ſubject 
in ſupport of the ſecond propoſition, 
it may be ſaid, 


„The Apoſtles baptized 
whole houſholds, and conſequently bap- 
The fact that houſholds 
but 


that infants compoſed a part of thoſe fami- 
I am 


willing to examine the word of God, with 


candour and ſeriouſnels. 2 = 
Several houſholds are mentioned in | 


ſcripture, which I beg leave to notice. — 


We read of a certain nobleman, who ap- 


plied to Chriſt on behalf of an afflicted 
ſon, who appeared to be at the Point of 
death. Our Lord, by an exertion of al- 
mighty power, though at a diſtance, re- 


moved the fever, and reſtored the patient. 


It is added“ And himſe'f believed, and 


his whole houſe.” John iv. 53. Does it 
* 06 


* 3 5 


not appear that Fore} is an houſhold vithout _ "= 


one infant ?—Judge ye. 

Again, we read of a devout Gentile, 
| who was liberal to his fellow-creatures, and 
called upon the God of Iſrael in folemn 
prayer; of whom it is ſaid, „He feared 
God, with all his houſe.” Acts x. 2. It 
muſt either be admitted, that the term 
houſe does not include every individual! in 
the family; or, that the houſhold of 
Cornelius was compoſed of members 
who were the ſubjects of perſonal reli- 
gion. 

Farther, there is another houſhold! men- 
tioned by the inſpired penman of the book 
of the Acts, of which it is declared That 
Criſpus, the chief ruler of the ſynagogue, 
believed on the Lord, with all his houſe — 
Hence, does it not appear, that here are 
three houſholds, which were compoſed of 
| Perſons who profeſſed to be Partakers of 
divine grace? 

I now proceed to take notice of thoſe 
three houſholds, of which it is ſaid they 
were all baptized. The firſt is the houſ- 

EY hold 
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. : hold of Lydia, whoſe heart the Lord 
opened, and ſhe attended to the things 
' ſpoken by the Apoſtle ; but whether the 


was a maiden, a wife, or a widow, the Holy 
Spirit has not condeſcended to inform us; 


—whether her family conſiſted of children 


Or ſervants, we are not told. It is ſaid, 
that after the Apoſtles were releaſed 
from priſon, they entered into the houſe 
of Lydia, and when they had ſeen the 
brethren, they comforted .them and de- 
parted. Acts xvi. 40. Does it appear 


that her houſhold was compoled of in- 


fants, or of ſuch as profeſſed to love the 
Bleſſed Redeemer ?—Paule, conſider, and 
determine for yourlelves, 


We are informed, in the ſame chapter, 1 


of the converſion of the jailor, and of ſome 
ſtriking circumſtances which attended that 
merciful event. He was brought ſeriouſly 
and earneſtly to inquire, ** Sirs, what muſt 
I do ro be faved ? How pleaſing and 
important the queſtion—Oh ! that it may 
be your language ! How encouraging the 
anſwer !—* And they ſaid, Believe on 

8 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be 
ſaved, and thy houſe. And they ſpake 


unto him the word of the Lord, and 20 all © 


that were in his houſe : And he took them 
the ſame hour of the night, and waſhed 
their ſtripes; and was baptized, he and all 
his ſtraightway. And when he had brought 
them into his houſe, he ſet meat before 
them, and rejoiced, be/ieving in God, with 

Kis houſe.” I aſk, again Does it not 
appear, that his family conſiſted of perſons 
who were capable of attending to religious 
inſtruction? The Apoſtle ſpake the word 
of God to all who were in his houſe. I in- 
quire further Is it not evident that his 
houſhold were believers, ſeeing it is ſaid, 
« He rejoiced, believing in God, with all 
his houſe © Acts xvi. 34. 

Once more : The houſhold of Stepha- 
nas is ſaid to have been baptized by the 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, in the Firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, chap. 1. ver. 16: 
Of whom, alſo, in the 16th chapter of the 
ſame book, ver. 15. it is ſaid—* Ye know 
the houſe of Stephanas, that it is the firſt 

1 6 1 


| (3619 
fruits of Achaia, and that they have ad- 
dicted themſelves to the miniſtry of the 
ſaints.” — Are theſe things applicable to 
infants? I have endeavoured to ſpeak 
affectionately to you, as to wile men; 
I now exhort you to judge what I have 
faid ; and I pray that you may be 9 
by the Spirit of Truth! 

I proceed to the third propoſition, 
namely—That Baptiſm is never properly 
adminiſtered, but when it is done accord- 
ing to the revealed will of God; and that 
it is never adminiſtered agreeably to divine 
appointment, unleſs the ſubject is im- 
merſed, in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 

I hope to diſcuſs this propoſition with 
proper deference to the learning, picty, 
and wiſdom, of thoſe who conſcientiouſly 
differ from me on this point; and ſhall 
bring forward ſuch evidence as ſatisfies my 
own conſcience before the Lord, and in the 
proſpect of appearing at his bar. 

As to the primary meaning of the word 


Baptiſm, it would be thought oſtenta- 
tious 


tious in me to ſay any thing upon that ſub- 
ject, ſeeing I can lay no claim to the ad- 
vantages of a claſſical education: I ſhall, 
therefore, only recite what a few eminent 
Pædobaptiſts have Penen concerning the 
ſame. . 

Calvin, the famous Refur snes who lived 
in the ſixteenth century, has ſaid “ The 
word baptize ſignifies to immerſe ; and 
the rite of immerſion was obſerved by the 
ancient church.” —[See Mr.Booth's Pædo- 
baptiſm exam. Vol. I. p. 46. 

Luther, who lived in the ſame century, 
ſays “ The term Baptiſin is a Greek word; 
it may be rendered a dippiug, as when we 
dip ſomething in water that it may be 
entirely covered therewith.” Mr. Booth's 
Pædobap. ex. Vol. I. p. 50. 

Mr. Wilſon, author of the Chriſtian 
Dictionary, {a very valuable work,) in his 
explanation of this term therein, ſays— 
« Ty baptize, to dip into o water, or to plunge 
one into the water.“ 


In Dr. Scott's edition of Mr. Bailey's 
Dictionary, (printed in 1772,) reſpecting 
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e 
the conſtruction of this term, it is obſerved 
« Baptiſm, in ſtrictneſs of ſpeech, is that 
kind of ablution, or waſhing, which' con- 
ſiſts in dipping ; and when applied to the 
Chriſtian Inſtitution ſo called, it was 
uſed by the primitive chriſtians in no other 
ſenſe then that of dipping, as the learned 
Grotius and Caſaubon well obſerve.” 

Are we to conclude that theſe authorities 
which I have recited are vague or indeter- | 
minate—that the perſons were incompetent 
to judge that they were unfaithful to the 
cauſe which they eſpouſed ?—or, that they 
ſpoke the real truth, agreeably to the dic- 
tates of their own conſciences ? I ſub- 
mit this to your conſideration. 

Favour me with your ſerious attention 
a few minutes longer, while I turn to ſome 
paſſages in the ſacred oracles, in which 
Baptiſm is mentioned; 

The Baptiſm of the great Head of the 
Church farft deſerves our attention: The 
venerable Baptiſt, we are expreſly told, 
(Mark i. 5. 9.) baptized 1N THE RIVER 
Jordau. And Jeſus, when. he was bap- 

tized, 


tized, went up ſtraightway our or the 


water.“ Matt. ili. 16. Does not this 


imply, that our Lord firſt went down into 
the water— that he was baptized while 
in the river and that, after his Baptiſm, 
he aſcended out of the water? It ſtrikes 
my mind very forcibly, that theſe things 
are implied: but Judge ye. 


Another paſſage in the ſacred volume, 
which demands our ſerious regard upon the 


preſent occaſion, is recorded by John, in 
the third chapter of his Goſpel, verſe 23. 
“ And John, alſo, was baptizing in 


Enon, near to Salim, becauſe there was 


much water there: and they came, and 
were baptized.” I aſk, if John did not 


baptize perſons by immerſion, is it not very 


extraordinary that ſuch a reaſon as this 
ſhould be aſſigned, for adminiſtering the or 


dinance in Enon—BECAUSE THERE WAS 
MUCH WATER THERE ? The venerable 


Calvin, in his comment on this text, ob- 
ſer ves From theſe words, it may be 
inferred, that Baptiſm was adminiſtered by 
John, by plunging the whole body under 
water.” Booths Pœdob. Ex. vol. I. 194. Mr. 
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Mr. Poole's Continuators alſo obſerve— 


lt is from this (John iii. 23.) apparent, 
that John baptized by dipping the body in 
water : elſe he need not have ſought places 
where had been a great plenty of water.” 


There is one account more in the word 


of truth, relative to the adminiſtration of 
this ordinance, which we will juſt notice. 
We have, in the preceding part of our 
diſcourſe, given ſome account of the 


Ethiopian Eunuch, who, having profeſſ- 


ed his faith in the Son of God, was conſi- 
dered as a proper ſubject of Baptiſm : 
We continue the narrative: And he 


commanded the chariot. to ſtand ſtill; and 

they went down Born into the water, both 
Philip and the Eunuch, and he baptized 

him: And when they were come up out 


of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
caught away Philip, that the Eunuch ſaw 
him no more; and he went on his way 
rejoicing.” The objections which have 
been made by ſome learned perſons, as to 


the natural import of the words of the 


inſpired writer, namely, that the Greek 
pre- 


t 


prepoftions, rendered in our traue _ 
down into the water and p out. of the 
water, ſometimes ſignify down dN To, and 


up FROM, are trivial indeed: eſpecially, 
when we conſider that the ſacred ſcriptures 
were written not to perplex but to inſtruct 


the children of men yea, to inform the 


plain humble followers of the Lamb of 


God; many of whom never ſaw a Greek 


Lexicon, and have no knowledge of the 
meaning of words in any other language 


than their own. Beſides, many learned 


Pædobaptiſts appear perfectly ſatisfied with 
our tranſlation, and have made conceſſions 
greatly in favour of the practice of immer- 


ſion. 


cients; for they immerſed the whole body 
in water.” —Booth's Pædobap. Ex. Vol. I. 194 
In Mr. Burkitt's Expoſition of the 38th 
verſe of this chapter (Acts viii.) he remarks 
* Obſerve the manner of the adminiſtra. 


tion of Baptiſm to the Eunuch : he went 
| | down 


Calvin, whom I have before men- 
tioned, in his obſervations on this paſſage, 
writes as follows: Here we perceive how 
Baptiſm was adminiſtered among the an- 
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© down into the water, and was anne by 
"Philip : Ia thoſe hot countries, it was uſual 


ſo to do; and we do not oppoſe the lawful - 
neſs of dipping in ſome caſes, but the ne- 
ceſſity of dipping in all caſes 

Dr. Doddridge has ſaid “ It would be 


very unnatural to ſuppoſe, that they (Phi- 


tip and the Eunuch) went down to the 
water, merely that Philip might take up 
a little water in his hand to pour on the 
Eunuch: a perſon of his dignity had, no 
doubt, many veſſels in his baggage, on 


ſuch a journey, through ſo deſart a country; 
a precaution abſolutely neceſſary for tra- 


vellers in thoſe parts, and never omitted by 
them. Fam. Expofi, on Acts viii. 38. 


If additional evidence was requiſite to 


prove that immerſion is the ſcriptural mode 


of adminiſtering the ordinance of Baptiſm, 


I would call your ſerious attention to thoſe 
parts of the ſacred oracles where the word 


is metaphorically uſed, and alſo where 


there is an alluſion to this ordinance, 
The ſufferings of the incarnate Son of 
God-all thoſe ape and dolorous diſtreſſes 


Which 


= Fc 


b 17 8 


1 b. 1 ee en as 1. ſurety 
A of his choſen people, he bore their fins and 
L carried their ſorrows when the waves and 
the billows of divine wrath overwhelmed 


his holy Soul—theſe are termed à bp 


| - jm. 


and overwhelming floods. Many wa- 


ters cannot quench Jove, neither can the- 
floods drown it.“ Song of Solomon, viii. 7. 
Again: —“ Save me, O God! for the 


waters are come in. unto my foul :— 
I fink in deep mire where there is no ſtand- 


ing: I am come into deep waters, where the 


floods overflow me.“ Pf, lxix. 14. Theſe 
ſtrong and ſtriking figures are uſed by the 


inſpired Pſalmiſt, to repreſent the ſuffer- 


ings of the Bleſſed Jeſus: this appears from 


what follows“ They that hate me with-- 


out 
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In the awful profpect of that important 
hour, he ſaid to his diſciples—“ I have 
a baptiſm to be baptized with, and 
* how am I ſtraitened till it be accom- 
TF pliſhed !” Luke xii. 50. Great aMlic- 

tions, in the word of truth, are frequently 

" repreſented under the idea of deep waters 
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1 2 mine besd Then I reſtored that which "2 ” 
I. took not away.” (Sce alſo John xv, 25. * E 5 
Which is moſt expreflive upon this ſubject, BE 
1 an infant being ſprinkled, or a perſon being * 4 
ſolemnly immerſed in water? Judge ye. © 
Dr. Doddridge, in his paraphraſe on the 1 . 
12th chapter of Luke, refers to the above 
paſſage ; his words are“ J have, indeed, | 
a moſt dreadful baptiſm to be baptized i 
with, and know that I ſhall be thortly 
bathed as it were in blood, and plunged in i 
the moſt overwhelming diſtreſs,” _ 4 tl 
Mr. Poole's Continuators, in the anno- n 
tations on Matt. XX, 22. inſert as follows » 3 in 
— To be baptized is to be dipped in 
water; metaphorically, to be plunged in 1 : Te 
afflictions. I am (faith Chriſt,) to be. ap 
| baptized with blood; overwhelmed Y IC 
ſufferings and afflictions.“ 2 Len) 
Correſponding with theſe ideas is the chi 
language of the Apoſtle, when he alludes 18 
to Baptiſm, and mentions it as a motive to chi 
holy converſation:— Therefore, we are tha 


buried with him by baptiſm into death ; * end 
that 


A Z e by the BS of the F "ther, even {0 


* ; ve alſo ſhould walk in newnels of life.“ 
The words of the late Mr. George 
> 3 ” Whitefield upon this paſſage are remark- 
4F . able, and much in favour of our practice: 
It is certain that in the words of our 
text (Rom. vi. 3, 4.) there is an alluſion 
to the manner of baptiſm, which was by 
immerſion; ; which our own church allows, 
and inſiſts upon it that children ſhall be 
immerſed in water, unleſs thoſe that bring 
the children to be baptized affure the 
miniſter that they cannot bear the plung- 
ing Eighteen Sermons, p. 297. 
1 The propriety of this conceſſion, with 
reference to the Church of England, will c 
appear to every one who conſults the a 
Common Prayer Book; where it is expreſly = 
ee. That the prieſt ſhall take the 4 
{child into his hands, and ſhall ſay to the = k. 
8. edler and godmothers, Name this = 
child: then naming it after them, (if they I 
Shall certify him that the child may well! C. 
7 Aendure it), he hall dip it in the water 
1 | di- 


diſcreetly and — LN c. — ul 'F 
lic 2 of Infants. ] "= 


ea Church, pouring was fot admiſliblef 1 
3 under certain circumſtances; and as for 
1 ſprinkling, I believe there is not a word 
4 ſaid concerning it in the whole ſervice. n | 
. Thus, my dear friends, I have ſpoken 
to you on the preſent occaſion: I have 
appealed to the ſacred oracles; and have 
introduced ſeveral ſhort quotations from 
the writings of many wiſe, learned, and 
godly men, who were Pædobaptiſts, in 
order to ſhew that the remarks which 
I have made are not forced, but natural, 
reaſonable, and ſcriptural: I have endea-® 
voured to ſpeak with ſeriouſneſs and affecl 
tion: I will once more add, in the words ; 
g of the text Judge ye what I ſay. ; p 
5 To conclude: Permit me, my dear 
hearers, to caution each of you again 
N reſting ſatisfied with a mere form of god 
lineſs. Perſons may aſſent to all the pre 
cious doctrines of grace, and embrace the 


ordinances which Chriſt has appointed; — 


but what will that avail, 
born of the Spirit of God? If they are 
habitually under the dominion of pride and 
covetouſneſs ; if they are deſtitute of an 


experimental knowledge of Chriſt—of ge- 
nuine faith in his atonement and righte- 


oulneſs—of fincere unfeigned love to his 


perſon and government—and of a real defire 
to glorify his precious name; if, after all 
their profeſſion, they die in ſuch a ſtate, 


they will be loſt for ever. 


To you who know the joyful found, — 
who rejoice in the Redeemer's name, and 


have followed the Lamb in the way which 


he has appointed ; I would fay—Hold faſt 
the truth in love. Inſtead of exhorting 


you to be ſhy of your chriſtian brethren 


who may conſcientiouſly differ from you, 


I would ſay Endeavour to convince them 
while you revere the authority of. 
Jeſus, you have taſted his dying love, and 


that, 


live under its conſtraining power. Unite, 
as far as poſſible, with all thoſe that love 
the adorable Immanuel, in oppoſing fin 


and error, and in endeavouring inſtru- 


mentally 


g — 1 Fats 
* 1 - . : FR a * 1 TY = 
. "x „ "$4 
9 2 . : en, 2 
. —_—_— 
; 3 7 3 C : 
i . 
» — 
1 * _ 
15 * 


; 4 4 $77 % 


pf 


- * C 
© ns Sy 
342 Ht by 
N hr 


A 


* 
ty ry 5 W 


wy 


5 8 7 2 
5 £ 


. r to bring others to 1 22 e in A 1 
Precious name. Avoid a contentious ſpirit; 
and practically confute the ungenerous 
reflection that has been caſt upon us, as 
though our zeal was principally exerted to 
make proſelytes to an opinion, inſtead of 
aiming (through a divine bleſſing on our 
efforts) to convert poor ſinners to Jeſus 

Thoſe who practically differ from me, 

I would affectionately exhort diligently to 
ſearch the ſacred word of God, and con- 
ſtantly to implore the guidance of that in- 
fallible teacher the Spirit of Truth, which 
our exalted Saviour has promiſed to his 
people. And I earneſtly pray, that vital, 
experimental, and practical godlineſs, may, 
by the outpouring of the Holy Sparit, 
abundantly. flouriſh among real chriſtians 
of every detonate: Amen. 

on 


Eh 


x” * ud —— > < 
* * ug Y 
e 
1 
* 
Ms 
gp 


"4 


N. 


— 


* * P - 2 — — = 
: N - - a F - 
899 —˙ ſ: EO 8 * : * — 9 
a - - — — — 
Yu v7 = < * 
I 0 . P 3 2 1 5 * 2 
: 4 des, . | , r „„ ge 
4 * 1 v a 3 7 . $ * * 1 * 27 
i % J 1 — 8 > 8 


/ 
j 


W 
dT * 


7 7 
N 
* 


FFC on nos 8 „ r 
— — . 4 F 8 I's 266% -< BT — — E- AKA 
* A i * 3 — * 0 — — 0 


. 
=y 


— — — 4 


* * © GY — 
- Ot ; 
re — x ů— 9 Wo wt > — 
. by 
» . N 


r * 


EET I 
& bb & 


